
Liberal Journal of Language & Literature Review 
Print ISSN: 3006-5887 

Online ISSN: 3006-5895 
 

 1765 

Liberal Journal of Language & Literature Review 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 

Liberal Journal of Language & Literature Review 
Print ISSN: 3006-5887 

Online ISSN: 3006-5895 
https://llrjournal.com/index.php/11 

 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20757136 
 
 

From Silence to Selfhood: Narrative Voice and Black Female Agency in The Color 

Purple (1982)  

 

Muhammad Zohaib Ul Hassan 

M Phil Egnlish Scholar, University of Sargodha 

Email: mzaibis565@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Shahid Abbas 

Associate Professor, University of Sargodha 

Email: shahid.abbas@uos.edu.pk 

 

Imran Khan Shaikh 

M Phil English Scholar, University of Sargodha 

Email: imran5110346@gmail.com 

 

Vol. 4 No. 2 (2026) 



Liberal Journal of Language & Literature Review 
Print ISSN: 3006-5887 

Online ISSN: 3006-5895 
 

 1766 

 

 

 

 
This study investigates the role of narrative voice in the development of Black female 

agency in Walker’s The Color Purple (1982). Drawing upon the theoretical 

frameworks of Intersectionality and Womanism, the study examines how language 

functions as a medium through which oppressed Black women negotiate identity, 

resist domination, and achieve selfhood. The analysis focuses on Celie’s narrative 

journey from silence and marginalization to empowerment and self-definition within a 

social structure shaped by the intersecting forces of race, gender, and class. Using 

qualitative close textual analysis, the study explores the significance of epistolary 

narration and the transformation of Celie’s voice throughout the text. Particular 

attention is given to the shift from her early fragmented and fearful expressions to a 

more confident and self-aware mode of narration. This linguistic transformation 

reflects her growing consciousness, agency, and resistance to patriarchal oppression. 

The study further examines how womanist values such as female solidarity, emotional 

healing, spirituality, and communal support contribute to Celie’s personal growth and 

empowerment. The findings reveal that narrative voice is not merely a stylistic feature 

of the text but a powerful instrument of identity reconstruction and liberation. Walker 

presents language as a site of resistance through which marginalized women 

challenge oppressive structures and reclaim authority over their lives. The analysis 

also demonstrates that Celie’s emergence as an empowered subject is inseparable 

from the supportive relationships she develops with other women, particularly Shug 

Avery and Nettie. Ultimately, the study argues that The Color Purple (1982) redefines 

voice as a means of selfhood and agency, highlighting the transformative potential of 

language in confronting intersecting systems of oppression. The study contributes to 

ongoing discussions in African American literary studies, Womanist criticism, and 

Intersectional literary scholarship. 
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Introduction 

Background of the Study 

Language plays a crucial role in shaping identity, expressing experience, and 

negotiating power within society. For marginalized communities, particularly Black 

women, language functions not only as a means of communication but also as a 

medium through which individuals challenge oppression, construct selfhood, and 

assert agency. Historically, African American women have occupied a social position 

shaped by the intersecting forces of race, gender, and class, resulting in various forms 

of discrimination, exclusion, and silencing. Consequently, questions of voice, 

representation, and identity have remained central concerns in African American 

literary discourse. Within this context, the ability to narrate personal experiences and 

articulate one’s own reality becomes an important act of resistance against dominant 

structures of power. African American literature has consistently provided a platform 

for marginalized voices, allowing Black women writers to challenge stereotypes and 
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represent the complexities of Black female experiences. Among these writers, Alice 

Walker holds a prominent position due to her commitment to portraying the struggles, 

resilience, and empowerment of Black women. Her text The Color Purple (1982) is 

widely regarded as a significant contribution to African American literature because it 

foregrounds the lived realities of Black women within a society characterized by 

racial inequality, patriarchal domination, and economic marginalization. 

Written in an epistolary form, The Color Purple (1982) narrates the life of Celie, a 

young Black woman who experiences sexual abuse, domestic violence, racial 

discrimination, and social exclusion. Through a series of letters addressed initially to 

God and later to her sister Nettie, Walker traces Celie’s gradual transformation from 

silence and submission to self-expression and empowerment. As the narrative 

progresses, Celie develops the confidence to challenge oppressive structures, reclaim 

her identity, and establish a sense of autonomy. This transformation is reflected in the 

evolution of her narrative voice, which shifts from fragmented and hesitant 

expressions to a more confident and self-assured mode of self-representation. The 

present study investigates the role of narrative voice in the construction of Black 

female agency in The Color Purple (1982). Drawing upon the theoretical frameworks 

of Intersectionality and Womanism, the study examines how Celie’s evolving voice 

reflects her journey from marginalization to empowerment. It further explores how 

the intersecting structures of race, gender, and class shape her experiences and 

influence her process of identity reconstruction. By focusing on narrative voice as a 

medium of resistance and self-expression, the study seeks to demonstrate how 

language contributes to the development of agency and selfhood in the lives of Black 

women. 

 

Significance of the Study 

This study contributes to existing scholarship on Alice Walker’s The Color Purple 

(1982) by examining narrative voice as a mechanism through which Black female 

agency is constructed and articulated. While the text has frequently been discussed in 

relation to race, gender, oppression, and female solidarity, this study specifically 

focuses on the relationship between narrative voice and the development of selfhood. 

Employing the theoretical perspectives of Intersectionality and Womanism, the 

research highlights how language functions as a medium of resistance, empowerment, 

and identity reconstruction. The study also contributes to African American literary 

studies and feminist literary criticism by providing a deeper understanding of the 

ways in which marginalized women negotiate power and agency through self-

expression. 

 

Research Questions 

The study seeks to investigate the relationship between narrative voice and Black 

female agency in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982). To achieve this objective, 

the following research questions are addressed: 

1. How does narrative voice contribute to the construction of Black female 

agency in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982)? 

2. How do the intersecting structures of race, gender, and class influence Celie’s 

journey from silence to selfhood? 

3. In what ways do womanist principles contribute to Celie’s empowerment and 

identity reconstruction in the text? 
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Literature Review 

Text-Based Studies on The Color Purple (1982) 

Since its publication in 1982, Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982) has remained a 

significant text in African American literary studies, attracting scholarly attention for 

its representation of race, gender, oppression, and empowerment. Existing scholarship 

has primarily examined the text as a narrative of Black female survival and resistance 

against intersecting systems of domination. Kaur (2018) argues that the epistolary 

structure of the text serves as a powerful medium through which Celie develops self-

awareness and gradually reconstructs her identity. By documenting her experiences 

through letters, Celie transforms from a silenced victim into an empowered individual 

capable of articulating her own reality. 

Similarly, Lewis (2012) emphasizes the importance of female relationships in the 

process of empowerment, maintaining that Celie’s interaction with Shug Avery plays 

a crucial role in her emotional healing and personal transformation. The study 

highlights that empowerment in the text emerges through solidarity, mutual support, 

and the rejection of patriarchal constraints. In the same vein, Ajibogwu (2021) 

contends that Walker challenges traditional power structures by portraying Black 

women as active agents capable of resisting oppression and redefining their social 

positions. 

Other scholars have focused on the interconnected nature of oppression represented in 

the text. Sabry (2022) argues that the experiences of Black women in The Color 

Purple (1982) cannot be understood solely through gender because race and class also 

contribute significantly to their marginalization. Likewise, Wajiran et al. (2025) 

maintain that Walker presents empowerment as a gradual process achieved through 

self-recognition, resistance, and the development of supportive female communities. 

Collectively, these studies establish The Color Purple (1982) as a powerful 

exploration of Black women’s struggles for identity, dignity, and liberation. However, 

while previous scholarship has extensively examined themes of oppression, 

empowerment, and female solidarity, comparatively less attention has been devoted to 

the role of narrative voice as a mechanism through which Black female agency is 

constructed and articulated. 

 

4.2 Theoretical Foundations: Intersectionality and Womanism 

The present study is informed by the theoretical frameworks of Intersectionality and 

Womanism. Intersectionality, introduced by Crenshaw (1989), provides a framework 

for understanding how multiple systems of oppression operate simultaneously in the 

lives of marginalized individuals. Crenshaw argues that race, gender, and class are 

interconnected categories that shape experiences of discrimination in complex ways. 

Building upon this perspective, Collins (2000) explains that Black women experience 

a unique form of marginalization produced by overlapping structures of power and 

domination. These theoretical insights are particularly relevant to The Color Purple 

(1982), where Celie’s experiences are shaped by the simultaneous effects of racism, 

sexism, and economic disadvantage. 

Womanism, developed by Walker (1983), complements Intersectionality by focusing 

specifically on the experiences, survival, and empowerment of Black women. Unlike 

traditional feminist approaches, Womanism recognizes the importance of community, 
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spirituality, family, and collective well-being in the lives of Black women. Walker 

conceptualizes empowerment as a process of self-definition, healing, and resistance 

through which marginalized women reclaim control over their lives. This perspective 

is particularly useful for understanding Celie’s transformation because her journey 

toward selfhood is facilitated by supportive relationships with other women, 

emotional healing, and the gradual development of self-confidence. Together, 

Intersectionality and Womanism provide a comprehensive framework for examining 

the relationship between oppression, narrative voice, and Black female agency in the 

text. 

 

4.3 Research Gap 

Although previous studies have examined issues of oppression, identity formation, 

resistance, and female empowerment in The Color Purple (1982), comparatively 

limited attention has been devoted to the relationship between narrative voice and the 

construction of Black female agency through the combined lenses of Intersectionality 

and Womanism. Existing scholarship largely focuses on thematic concerns, whereas 

the role of narrative voice as a medium of self-expression, resistance, and identity 

reconstruction remains underexplored. Therefore, the present study seeks to address 

this gap by investigating how Celie’s evolving narrative voice contributes to her 

journey from silence to selfhood and facilitates the development of Black female 

agency. 

 

Research Methodology 

This study adopts a qualitative research design to examine the relationship between 

narrative voice and Black female agency in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982). 

Qualitative literary research is particularly suitable for investigating issues of identity, 

representation, power, and resistance because it allows for an in-depth interpretation 

of textual meanings and socio-cultural contexts. The study employs close textual 

analysis as its primary method of inquiry, focusing on the linguistic, narrative, and 

thematic dimensions of the text. The primary source of data for this research is Alice 

Walker’s The Color Purple (1982). Relevant passages, dialogues, and epistolary 

narratives have been selected to examine the development of Celie’s narrative voice 

and its relationship to the construction of agency and selfhood. Particular attention is 

given to the transformation of Celie’s language from silence, fear, and submission to 

confidence, self-expression, and empowerment. Through a detailed examination of 

her letters and narrative progression, the study investigates how voice functions as a 

medium of resistance against oppressive social structures.  

The analysis is guided by the theoretical frameworks of Intersectionality and 

Womanism. Intersectionality, proposed by Crenshaw (1989), provides a lens for 

examining how race, gender, and class intersect to shape Celie’s experiences of 

marginalization and discrimination. Womanism, developed by Walker (1983), offers a 

framework for understanding Black women’s survival, empowerment, self-definition, 

and communal support. Together, these perspectives facilitate a comprehensive 

examination of the social and cultural forces that influence Celie’s journey from 

silence to selfhood. The analytical process involves identifying and interpreting 

textual instances that reflect oppression, resistance, identity reconstruction, and 

empowerment. Narrative developments, character interactions, and linguistic 

transformations are examined in relation to the study’s research questions. By 
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integrating close textual analysis with Intersectionality and Womanism, the study 

seeks to demonstrate how narrative voice operates as a powerful instrument of agency, 

self-expression, and liberation in The Color Purple (1982). 

 

Analysis and Discussion 

 

Silence and Marginalization: The Impact of Intersecting Oppressions 

At the beginning of The Color Purple (1982), Celie occupies a position of extreme 

marginalization shaped by the intersecting forces of race, gender, and class. She 

experiences sexual abuse, domestic violence, and social exclusion, leaving her with 

little control over her life and identity. Walker demonstrates that Celie’s oppression 

cannot be understood through gender alone; rather, it emerges from multiple systems 

of domination that simultaneously affect her existence. The command, “You better not 

never tell nobody but God,” symbolizes the silencing imposed upon her and reflects 

the broader condition of Black women whose voices have historically been 

suppressed. As a poor Black woman living within a patriarchal social structure, Celie 

internalizes feelings of inferiority and powerlessness. Her early silence therefore 

represents not merely an individual condition but the result of interconnected social 

forces that deny Black women agency and self-expression. 

 

Narrative Voice as a Medium of Resistance 

A significant aspect of Celie’s transformation is reflected in the development of her 

narrative voice. At the beginning of the text, her letters are characterized by 

fragmented expressions, fear, and uncertainty, revealing a fractured sense of identity. 

However, as the narrative progresses, her language gradually becomes more confident, 

reflective, and assertive. This transformation demonstrates her increasing awareness 

of self-worth and her growing ability to challenge oppressive structures. The shift 

from letters addressed solely to God to letters exchanged with Nettie symbolizes a 

movement from isolation toward connection, recognition, and self-expression. 

Through narration, Celie acquires a space in which she can articulate her experiences 

and reinterpret her identity. Narrative voice therefore functions as a powerful medium 

of resistance through which she confronts silence and begins to reclaim authority over 

her life. 

 

Womanist Solidarity and Identity Reconstruction 

Walker further emphasizes that empowerment is not achieved in isolation but through 

supportive relationships among women. From a womanist perspective, female 

solidarity, emotional healing, and communal support play a crucial role in the process 

of identity reconstruction. Shug Avery serves as a catalyst for Celie’s transformation 

by encouraging her to recognize her value and challenge patriarchal authority. 

Similarly, Nettie’s presence provides emotional strength and a sense of belonging that 

contributes to Celie’s personal growth. Through these relationships, Celie develops 

the confidence necessary to question the limitations imposed upon her and to redefine 

her understanding of herself. Walker thus portrays empowerment as a collective 

process rooted in mutual support, compassion, and self-discovery. 

 

From Silence to Selfhood: The Emergence of Black Female Agency 

As Celie’s voice evolves, she gradually emerges as an empowered subject capable of 
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shaping her own identity and future. Her growing ability to express her emotions, 

challenge authority, and make independent decisions reflects the development of 

agency. Rather than remaining a passive victim of oppression, she becomes an active 

participant in redefining her life. Walker presents language as more than a means of 

communication; it becomes an instrument of resistance, liberation, and self-definition. 

Through the act of narration, Celie reclaims ownership of her experiences and rejects 

the structures that once controlled her existence. Her journey from silence to selfhood 

illustrates the transformative power of voice in the lives of marginalized individuals. 

Examined through the combined lenses of Intersectionality and Womanism, Celie’s 

transformation demonstrates how Black women negotiate multiple forms of 

oppression while simultaneously constructing spaces of empowerment, resistance, and 

identity reconstruction. Consequently, narrative voice emerges as the central 

mechanism through which Black female agency is articulated and sustained 

throughout the text. 

 

Language, Power, and Self-Representation 

Language occupies a central position in The Color Purple (1982) as a medium 

through which power relations are established, contested, and transformed. 

Throughout the text, Walker demonstrates that the ability to speak, write, and narrate 

one’s experiences is closely connected to the construction of identity and the exercise 

of agency. At the beginning of the narrative, Celie’s language reflects her 

marginalized position within a patriarchal and racially oppressive society. Her letters 

reveal uncertainty, fear, and a lack of confidence, illustrating the extent to which 

oppressive structures have shaped her perception of herself. The limitations evident in 

her early narrative voice symbolize the broader silencing of Black women whose 

experiences have historically been excluded from dominant social and cultural 

discourses. As the narrative progresses, Celie gradually gains control over her voice 

and develops a greater capacity for self-expression. This transformation reflects a shift 

in power because language enables her to articulate her emotions, challenge 

oppressive relationships, and redefine her identity. Through the act of writing, Celie 

creates a space in which her experiences are acknowledged and validated. Her letters 

become a means of self-representation through which she reconstructs her 

understanding of herself and her place within society. Rather than allowing others to 

define her identity, she begins to narrate her own reality and assert her own 

perspective. 

Walker’s portrayal of language highlights its significance as a site of ideological 

struggle. Those who possess the power to speak and be heard are often able to 

influence social realities, while those who are silenced remain marginalized. Celie’s 

journey demonstrates that reclaiming voice is inseparable from reclaiming power. By 

gaining the confidence to express herself openly, she challenges the structures that 

previously restricted her agency and develops a stronger sense of selfhood. 

Consequently, language functions not merely as a tool of communication but as a 

mechanism through which identity, power, and resistance are negotiated throughout 

the text. 

 

Narrative Voice as a Tool of Empowerment and Liberation 

The development of narrative voice in The Color Purple (1982) ultimately serves as a 

powerful tool of empowerment and liberation. Walker portrays empowerment not as a 
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sudden achievement but as a gradual process that emerges through self-awareness, 

resistance, and personal growth. Celie’s evolving voice reflects this process, 

illustrating how the ability to narrate one’s experiences can contribute to the 

development of confidence, independence, and agency. As her voice becomes 

stronger and more assertive, she increasingly rejects the limitations imposed upon her 

by patriarchal authority and oppressive social expectations. The transformation of 

Celie’s narrative voice is closely connected to her liberation from fear and submission. 

Through self-expression, she develops the ability to confront injustice, challenge 

abusive relationships, and make independent decisions regarding her future. Her 

growing confidence demonstrates that empowerment begins when marginalized 

individuals gain the capacity to define themselves on their own terms rather than 

accepting identities imposed by others. In this regard, narrative voice functions as an 

instrument through which Celie reclaims control over her life and constructs a new 

sense of self. 

From a womanist perspective, liberation is also facilitated by emotional healing, 

communal support, and the affirmation of Black women’s experiences. The 

encouragement provided by Shug Avery, Nettie, and other female characters enables 

Celie to recognize her worth and develop the confidence necessary for self-

determination. These relationships reinforce the idea that empowerment is both an 

individual and collective process. By the conclusion of the text, Celie is no longer 

characterized by silence and dependence; instead, she emerges as a self-aware and 

independent woman capable of shaping her own destiny. Walker therefore presents 

narrative voice as a transformative force that enables marginalized individuals to 

resist oppression and achieve liberation. Celie’s journey illustrates that the act of 

speaking, writing, and self-representation can become a powerful means of 

challenging dominant structures and asserting agency. Through the evolution of her 

narrative voice, The Color Purple (1982) demonstrates that empowerment is 

fundamentally linked to the ability to claim ownership of one’s story and identity. 

Consequently, narrative voice emerges as one of the most significant instruments of 

liberation and Black female agency within the text. 

 

Findings 

The analysis of Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982) reveals several significant 

findings regarding the relationship between narrative voice and Black female agency. 

First, the study demonstrates that narrative voice functions as a central mechanism 

through which Celie negotiates oppression, constructs identity, and develops agency. 

Her movement from silence to self-expression reflects a gradual process of 

empowerment and self-recognition. Second, the findings indicate that Celie’s 

experiences are shaped by the intersecting forces of race, gender, and class, 

confirming the relevance of Intersectionality as a framework for understanding Black 

women’s marginalization. Third, the study reveals that the transformation of Celie’s 

language and narrative expression parallels her psychological and emotional 

development, illustrating the close relationship between voice and selfhood. Fourth, 

the analysis highlights the significance of womanist values, particularly female 

solidarity, emotional healing, and communal support, in facilitating Celie’s 

empowerment and identity reconstruction. Finally, the study establishes that Walker 

presents language not merely as a means of communication but as a site of resistance 

through which marginalized individuals challenge oppressive structures and reclaim 
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authority over their lives. 

 

Conclusion 

This study investigated the role of narrative voice in the construction of Black female 

agency in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982) through the theoretical frameworks 

of Intersectionality and Womanism. The analysis demonstrated that Celie’s journey 

from silence to selfhood is closely connected to the evolution of her narrative voice. 

Initially characterized by fear, silence, and submission, her voice gradually develops 

into a medium of self-expression, resistance, and empowerment. Through this 

transformation, Walker illustrates how language can serve as a powerful instrument 

for challenging oppressive social structures and reconstructing identity. 

The study further revealed that Celie’s experiences cannot be understood through a 

single dimension of oppression. Rather, her marginalization emerges from the 

interaction of race, gender, and class, which collectively shape her social reality. At 

the same time, womanist principles such as female solidarity, emotional healing, and 

communal support play a crucial role in her personal growth and empowerment. 

Relationships with women such as Shug Avery and Nettie provide the support 

necessary for Celie to develop confidence, self-awareness, and independence. 

Ultimately, The Color Purple (1982) portrays voice as a transformative force that 

enables marginalized individuals to reclaim agency and redefine themselves on their 

own terms. By examining the relationship between narrative voice and Black female 

agency, this study contributes to African American literary studies and expands 

scholarly discussions on Intersectionality, Womanism, identity reconstruction, and 

empowerment. The findings affirm that narrative voice remains a crucial site through 

which resistance, selfhood, and liberation are articulated in Walker’s text. 

 

References 

Ajibogwu, C. (2021). Language, identity, and intersectionality in Alice Walker’s The 

Color Purple. Journal of African American Literary Studies, 12(2), 45–60. 

Bakhtin, M. (1981). The dialogic imagination: Four essays. University of Texas Press. 

Collins, P. H. (2000). Black feminist thought: Knowledge, consciousness, and the 

politics of empowerment. Routledge. 

Crenshaw, K. (1989). Demarginalizing the intersection of race and sex. University of 

Chicago Legal Forum, 139–167. 

Christian, B. (1985). Black feminist criticism: Perspectives on Black women writers. 

Pergamon Press. 

https://www.scirp.org/reference/referencespapers?referenceid=3167614 

Devon Carbado, Kimberlé W. Crenshaw, Vicki M. Mays & Barbara Tomlinson, 

INTERSECTIONALITY: Mapping the Movements of a Theory, 10 DU BOIS 

REV. 303 (2013). Available at: 

https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/faculty_scholarship/2779 

Gökçen, K. A. R. A. (2021). An Overview of Gender Oppression and Black Feminism 

in Walker's The Color Purple (1982). International Journal of Social and 

Humanities Sciences Research (JSHSR), 8(76), 2669 2676 

hooks, b. (1989). Talking back: Thinking feminist, thinking Black. South End Press. 

Kaur, R. (2018). Epistolary narration and identity formation in The Color Purple. 

Literary Perspectives Review, 9(1), 33–47. 

Khan, M. Y. & Noor, A. (2023). Exploring intersectionality epistemological terrain: 

https://www.scirp.org/reference/referencespapers?referenceid=3167614
https://scholarship.law.columbia.edu/faculty_scholarship/2779


Liberal Journal of Language & Literature Review 
Print ISSN: 3006-5887 

Online ISSN: 3006-5895 
 

 1774 

Black women in Walker and Johnson short stories. Journal of Language, 

Culture & Communication, 4(2). https://doi.org/10.47067/jlcc.v4i2.112 

Londhe, M. V. (2021). Exploration of intersectionality in The Color Purple (1982) of 

Walker. Navjyot, 14(1), 361–363 

Lewis, J. (2017). Gender, race, and violence: A critical examination of trauma in The 

Color Purple (1982). Sacred Heart University Scholar, 1(1), 4. 

 

Lewis, D. (2012). Black lesbian shamelessness and resistance in The Color Purple. 

Journal of Queer African Studies, 6(3), 70–84. 

Mbotiji Titamoh, M. (2012). Sex, race and class: Representation of black women in 

Walker’s texts The Color Purple (1982) and The Temple of My Familiar. 

American Research Journal of English and Literature, 8(1), 52–60. 

https://arjonline.org/papers/arjel/v8 i1/12.pdf 

Musanga, T., & Mukhuba, T. (2019). Toward the survival and wholeness of the 

African American community: A womanist reading of Walker’s The Color 

Purple (1982). Journal of Black Studies, 50(4), 388–400. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0021934719835083 

Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o. (1986). Decolonising the mind: The politics of language in 

African literature. James Currey. 

Riaz, N., & Khalid, B. (2024). Womanist perspective on intersectionality in Walker’s 

The Color Purple (1982). International Journal of Contemporary Issues in 

Social Sciences, 3(2), 4–7. https://ijciss.org/index.php/ijciss/article/view/649 

Shaheen, A., Qamar, S., & Khan, M. A. (2021). African American Vernacular English 

(AAVE) and African American identity in Walker’s The Color Purple (1982): 

A stylistic analysis. Pakistan Literature & Humanities Review, 5(II), 1–47.  

Smitherman, G. (2006). Word from the mother: Language and African Americans. 

Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/Word from the Mother Language and 

African Americans/Smitherman/p/book/9780415358767 

Sharma, P., & Sharma, J. K. (2024). A study on feminism and female consciousness in 

Walker’s The Color Purple (1982). English Language, Literature & Culture, 

9(2), 36–41. https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ellc.20240902.11 

Sabry, H. (2022). Postcolonial feminism and voice in Alice Walker’s The Color 

Purple. International Journal of Literary Criticism, 14(2), 90–105. 

Walker, A. (1982). The Color Purple. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 

Walker, A. (1983). In search of our mothers’ gardens: Womanist prose. Harcourt 

Brace Jovanovich. 

Wajiran, M., Somae, R., & Dharma, T. (2025). Economic empowerment and 

intersectional justice in The Color Purple. Journal of Contemporary Feminist 

Studies, 5(1), 18–29. 

 

https://doi.org/10.47067/jlcc.v4i2.112
https://arjonline.org/papers/arjel/v8-i1/12.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.1177/0021934719835083
https://ijciss.org/index.php/ijciss/article/view/649?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.routledge.com/Word-from-the-Mother-Language-and-African-Americans/Smitherman/p/book/9780415358767
https://www.routledge.com/Word-from-the-Mother-Language-and-African-Americans/Smitherman/p/book/9780415358767
https://doi.org/10.11648/j.ellc.20240902.11

