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The study aims to explore the role of visual semiotics in digital communication by focusing

on the use of memes and emojis as crucial elements for ideological maintenance in modern

digital space. A digital platform continue to dominate communication, emojis and means have

evolved into essential tools for expressing and perpetuating ideological beliefs, social

commentary and political stance. Using semiotic analysis as its methodological function, the

research examines how these visual elements function to convey meaning, create emotional

connections, and influence social perceptions in online interactions. Through analyzing the

content from social media platform and text messaging, the study investigates how emojis

and memes serve as an emotional expression by maintaining cultural and political ideologies.

The research is qualitative in approach by taking its theoretical paradigm from discourse

analysis underpinnings in the way of purpose sampling technique. The research delves into

the process by which these visual symbols interact with language to reinforce or challenge

dominant societal norms political messages. Furthermore, it explores how emojis and memes

contribute to identify formation and group dynamics, fostering communities that share

ideological perspectives. The findings highlight that emojis and memes serve as condensed,

highly shareable forms of communication that maintain and shape ideological discourse,

making them pivotal in the construction of digital ideological identities and the preparation of

cultural narratives. The findings highlights that emojis and memes serve as condensed highly

shareable forms of communication that maintain and shape ideological discourse , making

them pivotal in construction of digital identities and the perpetuation of cultural narratives.

Finally, this study emphasizes the transformative power of visual semiotics in contemporary

communication strategies, especially in how visual signs contribute to ideological

maintenance with digital platforms.

Keywords: Visual Semiotics, Digital Communication, Ideological Maintenance, Identity

Formation, Political Discourse and Social Media.

Introduction

The fast advancement of digital communication methods has transformed how groups of

people share their ideas together with their beliefs through their ideologies. The main space

for discourse today lies within social media platforms together with text messaging apps

Abstract
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alongside other online spaces that allow people to use visual semiotics comprising images

and symbols alongside visual signs to function without traditional verbal communication

(Dresner & Herring, 2010). Memes and emojis represent the most powerful visual semiotic

elements that modify how people express their emotions and stance on ideas and ideological

positions. People use emojis together with memes as fundamental components of online

communication engines according to Shifman (2014). The visual components serve to

enhance verbal messaging yet simultaneously they sustain existing dominant political,

cultural and social beliefs.

A semiotic analysis provides the best method to study the ideological communication

mechanisms of visual signs. Semiotic theory established by Saussure and Barthes investigates

signs and symbols through studies of communication systems which show how

interpretations arise from sign interactions (Barthes 1977; Saussure 1916). Digital

communication benefits from emojis and memes which help users build meanings fast and

strong about complex messages while simultaneously supporting ongoing ideologies. These

visual symbols allow for clear communication enhancement through text-based messaging

and complex socio-political message comprehension through easily sharable compact formats

within the digital environment (Godwin-Jones, 2021).

Modern social conversations heavily depend on emojis and memes to execute their

ideological functions through the strengthening of societal standards and political beliefs. The

quickness at which social media users create and disseminate these graphical devices online

has made such symbols indispensable tools for influencing public discussions regarding

political activism along with social justice causes. Memes and emojis function as tools to

distribute political opinions while conducting satirical commentary about social issues of our

present generation thus enabling diverse forms of political activism or recognition (Shifman,

2014). This study investigates digital ideological development through joint analysis of visual

signs and written language communications that form ideological messages.

The formation process of identity plays an essential role when users apply emojis and

memes to indicate group membership within both social settings and politics. The research

will examine how visual content helps create group interactions and shared identity structures

among members in virtual communities. People use specific memes and emojis as markers of

their identity to demonstrate group membership or adherence to specific beliefs (Lee & Lee,

2021). Through these symbolic representations one can demonstrate their cultural alignment
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thus sharing basic beliefs and values with individuals who share similar ideas in digital

networks.

Online visual communication advances through digital media which transformed

emojis and memes from simple emotional indicators into core representation tools of cultural

ideologies. These digital representations have become fundamental components for

ideoloigcal identification expressions and maintenance while playing an active part in online

ideological challenges. The research explores how visual semiotics affect digital ideologies

while investigating their usage for expressing and maintaining and disputing cultural and

political beliefs. The study seeks to address a literature gap by analyzing digital

communication ideology through semiotic discourse analysis of how emojis and memes

function in user interactions.

The research applies semiotic analysis together with discourse analysis as its

fundamental analytical methods. Semiotic theory establishes essential principles to examine

visual components including emojis and memes which serve as signifying elements that

derive meaning from their connectatons to cultural and social environments. Barthes' (1977)

semiotic framework will function to analyze the signs and symbolic elements present in both

emojis and memes that appear in everyday life. The research uses discourse analysis to

examine how meaning between visual symbols and language connects to social and political

ideologies according to Gee (2014).

The use of semiotic analysis with discourse theory provides this study tools to explore

how signifying visuals work as both emotional signaling devices and ideological instruments

for shaping digital communication meaning. This research investigates how visual elements

like emojis and memes affect public conversations through content analysis which reveals

their roles in sustaining cultural standards and attacking prevailing ideologies in digital

platforms.

This study gives important insights about how visual semiotics work through emojis

and memes in digital communication specifically for ideological maintenance functions.

Studying visual elements through semiotic and discourse analysis enables research to reveal

how these tools support ideological acts during the digital age while controlling identity

development and social group dynamics alongside cultural storytelling persistence. Through

research findings this investigation advances knowledge about visual signs' dominance in

contemporary communication networks which develops new opportunities for preserving and
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contesting digital world ideologies.

Objectives

The primary objectives of this study are as follows:

1. To explore the role of emojis and memes as semiotic tools in digital communication to

check the ideological messages.

2. To investigate how emojis and memes contribute to ideological maintenance in

cultural and social significance of these visual signs in expressing and maintaining belief

systems within online communities.

Significance of the Study

This study matters because it examines how visual semiotics affect digital communication

using memes and emojis as fundamental tools for passing on ideological messages and social

commentary. Social networks including Facebook Twitter Instagram and WhatsApp serve as

main transmission channels through which ideas and values spread while visual symbols

determine how messages are communicated because of digital media dominance. The

emotional and humorous origins of emojis and memes evolved into strong tools that transmit

ideology through digital communication. The symbols serve as key elements that enable the

dissemination of political social and cultural ideas through brief shareable content needed for

digital discourse to proliferate (Shifman, 2014).

Modern communication strategies experience a transformative shift through emojis

and memes because this study investigates how these visual signs affect ideological discourse

while creating digital identities. Research methods that explain how emojis and memes serve

ideological purposes should be studied by both scholars of digital media and practitioners of

education and social media applications since they define cultural standards through social

networks (Akram et al., 2021; Ramzan & Khan, 2024). The information from this analysis

generates meaningful results about visual semiotics operating as cultural and political agents

thus benefiting social norm research in digital communication (Miller et al., 2016). The

research adds to our understanding of discourse analysis both practically and theoretically to

demonstrate the effect of visual symbols on sustaining ideological patterns in digital

environments.

Ratioanle of the Study

A fundamental reason exists to study this research because visual communication has become

increasingly important during the digital era. Digital communication platforms alongside
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social media have shifted messaging interactions among users by increasing the significance

of visual elements particularly including emojis and memes in interpersonal exchanges

(Akram et al., 2021, 2022; Ma et al., 2024). Modern linguistics heavily relies on modern

technologies (Akram & Abdelrady, 2023, 2025; Li & Akram, 2023, 2024; Ramzan et al.,

2025). Merits offered by emojis and memes deliver compact emotional messages for

expressing multifaceted notions and both social and political perspectives (Barbieri et al.,

2016).

The part played by written content in communication persists yet the power of visual

semiotics should not be underestimated because emojis and memes function as compressed

representations of cultural beliefs and societal politics in addition to social movements. The

research intends to address missing information in existing studies by studying visual

semiotics including emojis and memes as psychological instruments which uphold political

views in modern digital media. The study uses discourse analysis to study visual symbols

memes and emojis which reveals the ways these symbols leverage language to maintain or

alter societal norms and political beliefs according to scholars Dresner and Herring (2010).

This investigation undertakes its purpose because digital communication requires study for its

effect on identity development alongside group interaction dynamics. Digital spaces employ

memes and emojis for self-identification because these visual elements help users

demonstrate their shared beliefs while they join political activities and form social networks

digitally (Al-Adwan et al., 2022; Ramzan et al., 2023, 2020, 2021). Visual communication

assumes greater significance now than ever in the post-truth era to shape ideologies and form

public opinion because social media has become a primary information source for people

(Zhao et al., 2021).

Anyone who creates digital media or engages in political activism or social discourse

needs to understand how emojis and memes influence communication strategies because they

have become commonly used media elements. The research investigates memes and emojis

as ideological instruments in the digital era to deliver important discoveries about how digital

platforms affect cultural and political and social environments.

Literature Review

Visual semiotics and digital communication study forms an essential field because digital

platforms now control most daily communication exchanges. Visual semiotics analyzes

communication symbols which appear through images or symbolic representations or
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pictorial content. Through their development from emotional cues they now serve both

expression of feeling and delivery of intricate ideological meanings (Miller et al., 2016).

Emojis and memes move past their initial function as emotional indicators to help create

present-day political and cultural dimensions as well as social changes. The analysis

investigates the visual semiotic functions of emojis and memes for sustaining ideologies and

building identities and expressing culture online and their vital position in modifying social

media communication methods.

Visual semiotics strengthens modern communication systems through digital channels

by constructing novel visual linguistic systems (Barbieri et al., 2016). Emojis together with

memes function as visual tools which supplement spoken communication by letting people

express advanced concepts and multifaceted feelings and societal observations through brief

message-friendly formats that spread across all social media networks (Shifman, 2014). The

visual signs have developed into social indicators which enable people to communicate

shared meanings and ideologies through expressions that written text usually lacks.

According to Dresner and Herring (2010) digital communication relies heavily on emojis to

express emotions yet these digital emotions carry different meanings based on contextual

factors together with the cultural environment and social relationships (Akram & Li, 2024;

Abdelrady &Akram, 2022).

Memes act as tools for expressing ideologies and cultural commentary while also

functioning as a means of social commentary. Shifman (2014) has noted that memes

generally extend their description as humorous images by showing intricate visual stories.

They also enable social commentary and political statements and cultural references for the

promotion of ideological stance. Memes serve as a fundamental component of online dialog

when used for propaganda of various political and social justice concepts. A single visual

framework packs numerous meanings into one image which enables fast and broad spread of

complicated ideas (Lee & Lee, 2021).

Digital communication has made integrated emoji usage into an essential framework

that enables ideological expression. Social and political issues receive emotional expression

through emojis that simultaneously display attitude and opinion of those issues. Users display

their support for rights through the rainbow flag emoji and present their backing of peace

movements or anti-war positions by using peace symbol emojis. Emojis serve as short visual

representations to let people share intricate social and cultural opinions through convenient
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formats according to Barbieri et al. (2016). Emojis have gained popularity as ideological

messaging tools due to their efficient and emotional communication capabilities across

virtual environments.

Miller et al. (2016) demonstrated through their research that emojis boost text-based

emotions to frame political discussions using emotive elements according to their study.

Political conversations benefit from emojis which display the fist or thumbs-up because users

can use these symbols to express agreement or disagreement as well as show membership in

designated causes. Emojis can adapt to new political environments which enables them to

function as shifting expressions of ideological beliefs (Dresner & Herring, 2010). Memes

serve as major visual communicative instruments throughout the current digital age because

they function to mirror while strengthening and also combating ideological positions.

According to Shifman (2014) memes function as digital memory symbols that distribute

political social and cultural content to target receivers using formats which the audience finds

familiar. Digital symbols play dual purposes in informational spread while aiding the

maintenance of group identities as they enable groups to build strong collective beliefs while

advancing their influence across different digital platforms.

Social media users build dominant ideologies through wide meme-sharing practices

because memes frequently deploy satire and humor techniques. Political factions adopted the

humorous "Pepe the Frog" meme to promote right-wing ideas according to Zhao and

colleagues (2021). The "This is fine" dog meme appears in different social media platforms to

present ironic viewpoints about ecological problems and political disinterest. According to

Sundqvist and Wikström (2020) memes convert cultural discussion points into activist tools

which perform dual functions as ideological defense mechanisms as well as forces of

resistance.

Digital spaces find great success using memes to develop and manage their social

group interactions. The formation of online communities benefits from memes because these

symbolic expressions provide members with shared languages which they can adopt as their

identity. The visual symbols found in memes serve as central elements of group identity

because people use them to show their backing of political movements, cultural views and

social movements (Miller et al., 2016). Digital identities and collective beliefs together with

ideological polarization develop because memes generate in-group/out-group distinctions as

described by Shifman (2014).The meaning of emojis along with memes varies through



Liberal Journal of Language & Literature Review
Print ISSN: 3006-5887
Online ISSN: 3006-5895

353

changes in cultural backgrounds and social settings where users apply them. The meanings

behind emojis and memes transform according to cultural settings and digital communities as

well as social transformations as researchers Lee & Lee (2021) explain. A meme which

produces laughter in one social group contains major ideological statements when shared

across different cultures.

Users interpret visual signs differently based on the setting where they encounter them

from social movement debates up to everyday conversations. Globalization enables the

worldwide spread of these symbols that transcends linguistic barriers while cultural barriers

(Zhao et al., 2021).Emojis along with memes function as essential components of digital

communication which enable people to sustain ideological beliefs while sharing social

content with others. Visual semiotics research reveals that emoticons together with memes

function both as emotional boosters and ideological instruments which transfer intricate

political statements alongside social and cultural messages. Research findings demonstrate

the significance of visual communication as a forceful mechanism which creates digital

ideologies alongside cultural narratives through evolving flexible visual signs such as memes

and emojis in digital environments.

Research Methodology

The research utilizes discourse analysis both as theoretical foundation and method to examine

how digital communication uses memes and emojis as visual semiotic elements in spreading

ideological beliefs. The qualitative research method known as discourse analysis enables

scholars to analyze discursive content and communication techniques through which social

meanings get established in linguistic interactions. Researchers will use discourse analysis to

investigate how visual semiotics of memes and emojis help sustain and develop ideological

beliefs as well as cultural identities and political content in digital communication

environments according to Gee (2014) and Fairclough (2015).

Research Design

The study adopts a qualitative research design through discourse analysis which analyzes

textual and visual data across different digital communication platforms. Social media

interactions and political discussions and personal exchanges are studied to determine the

uses of memes and emojis which communicate ideologies while shaping social

understandings. The study will utilize purposive sampling to pick digital content that presents

clear ideological messages through emojis and memes. The research sample acquisition
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technique ensures that collected evidence contains political or cultural or social content that

incorporates the use of emojis and memes.

Data Collection

The data collection approach includes a wide collection of digital texts acquired from

Facebook along with Twitter Instagram TikTok and WhatsApp along with Snapchat. The

research concentrates on marking down instances where ideological beliefs and political

statements or social viewpoints use memes and emojis as their main communication tools.

The study consists of three main data categories which the researchers will analyze. This

category encompasses memes together with emojis which users exploit to demonstrate

backing or disapproval toward political parties along with social justice movements and

various ideologies. Inside this group we analyze memes as well as emojis that comment on

society's issues by using satire or humorous approaches alongside cultural norm criticisms.

The study assesses how personal communication includes the use of emojis and memes to

share emotions and display solidarity and who share identical values. The research team will

obtain data from viewable social media content as well as obtain private messages with

participant authorization and consider online debates. Two hundred social media posts

containing diverse content between visual and written elements will be retrieved from various

platform networks. The selected data amount enables researchers to analyze the ideological

use of memes and emojis across numerous internet settings.

Data Analysis Process

The research data analysis adopts Fairclough's three-dimensional model from discourse

analysis methodology as defined in (Fairclough, 2015). Thorough analysis requires

implementing the following steps in this order:

Identifying Discursive Practices

The initial step requires analysis of key discursive practices found in memes and emojis

concerning ideological contents, emotional aspects and social dimensions. The research

requires a systematic classification system of visual signs with their related textual elements

to identify their political cultural and social messages.All visual components including

numeric symbols known as emoji facial expressions together with meme images along with

written messages will contribute to discourse production which shapes meaning and delivers

ideological messages.
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Contextual Analysis

During this stage the researcher investigates visual signs through analysis of cultural social

along with political environmental backgrounds that affect their meaning. The interpretation

of memes and emojis depends on three key factors: the audience type and their platform

while handling specific social problems. Analysis will require researchers to establish how

digital signs connect with outside cultural materials and political actions as well as social

movements.

Social and Ideological Function

The research will concentrate on identifying the social purposes which memes and emojis

serve. The analysis examines how these appealing visual elements both strengthen and

opposes prevailing beliefs since they convey specific social doctrines. The researchers

investigate whether emojis and memes preserve established control systems by backing

particular political beliefs or if they break norms by generating satirical content against

common social conventions.

Sociocultural Implications

Sociocultural analyses of visual signs starting from memes and emojis demonstrate how these

elements develop group identities which also uphold cultural narratives across online

communities. The research study evaluates how various memes alongside emojis enable

social bond formation and solidarity displays or resistance strategies against dominating

cultural political ideologies.

Theoretical Framework

The research uses the theoretical framework of discourse analysis which relies on Fairclough

(2015), Gee (2014) and Foucault (1972). The analysis of discourse serves well to explain how

digital icons and internet memes function as symbolic units which create expanded meanings

that shape user identities as well as cultural beliefs. The framework demonstrates that

language which includes verbal discourse and visual elements serves to transmit power

dynamics as well as to challenge conventional norms and either reinforce or transform

ideological structures. The study utilizes Fairclough's model to analyze the manner language

interacts with power structures that form digital communication ideologies.

Ethical Considerations

The entire project depends on maintaining ethical standards as its primary requirement. The

investigators will obtain informed consent from social media users whose private data will be
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used during analysis of social media content and messages. The study will rely on publicly

obtained data to protect both privacy and confidentiality. The researcher maintains cultural

sensitivity while analyzing the political and cultural aspects of data particularly during

evaluations of sensitive or controversial content.

This qualitative study evaluates how memes together with emojis function as visual

semiotic tools which sustain ideological frameworks and create digital identities through

discourse analysis. The evaluation of these symbols within social media contexts reveals

important knowledge about visual communication approaches which modify cultural

storytelling and affect social interactions and reinforce or alter ideological frameworks. The

study adds depth to research exploring digital media combined with visual semiotics and

ideological discourse frameworks.

Results

This study employed discourse analysis to research how memes and emojis function in digital

communication and the results show valuable discoveries regarding these visual signs' impact

on digital discourse development. The research analysis used Fairclough's three-dimensional

discourse analysis model to study how emojis and memes function in online communication

via discursive practices and contextual factors together with social functions. The research

proves that through memes and emojis people establish effective methods to preserve their

ideologies while building social group bonds and expressing culture particularly in political

situations and social spaces.

1. Discursive Practices: The Role of Memes and Emojis in Ideological Expression

The initial segment of the analysis studied how emoji and meme users create their online

communication through their discursive practices. The study's findings demonstrate that

emojis and memes function as brief visual tools which people use to deliver sophisticated

ideological views. Users create political memes through combining satirical text with

humorous images to demonstrate political stance and engage in ideological critique yet

popular emojis such as fist emojis, peace symbols and rainbow flag emojis show wide usage

to demonstrate support for human rights movements and LGBTQ+ rights activism.

People commonly employed the first emoji in conversations about racial justice

activism including Black Lives Matter demonstrations to represent their strength and united

position. Social media users displayed the rainbow flag emoji in almost every post advocating

for LGBTQ+ rights to announce their support for liberal political viewpoints. The research
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validates Miller et al. (2016)'s finding that emojis, together with memes, function well as

simplification tools for complex political and social beliefs which transform into simple

shareable symbols.

2. Contextual Analysis: Ideological Messages in Social and Political Contexts

An examination of meme and emoji contextual meanings served as the second aspect of

analysis. Context established the main factors which guided viewers to understand these

visual elements. Different ideologies emerge from using the same meme format because

adjustments in context provide radically different meanings to the content being displayed.

The "Distracted Boyfriend" meme started as a humorous visual about relationships before

political interest groups appropriated it to address social issues including political defections

and contradictory political statements. Memes exhibited adaptable meanings through

different text because they function as flexible tools for ideological messaging.

The meanings of emojis depend on the specific context including which platform and

social group is using them. The thumbs-up emoji functioned during personal messages as a

satisfaction signal yet took on political meaning in news article comments throughout

election times. Barbieri et al. (2016) confirm that emojis behave as visual linguistic elements

which adapt their meanings depending on context.

3. Social and Ideological Function: Reinforcement and Challenge of Dominant Norms

The evaluation of memes and emojis based on social functions examined their ability to

support or oppose prevalent societal norms together with their capacity to modify political

communication. The research outcomes showed that digital memes along with emojis aid in

strengthening as well as contesting prevalent ideological frameworks present in Internet

environments. During election campaigns or political emergencies political memes support

the reinforcement of established political beliefs that support either political candidates or

governmental rules. Memes that targeted prominent political figures enabled people to either

commend their behaviors or ridicule them through mockery thus contributing to political

polarization.

Extraordinary digital symbols like emojis and memes operate as resistance tools

which confront main ideologies together with dominant power structures. Through intuitive

satire memes introduced powerful criticism toward political systems by turning unpleasant

realities into ironic statements that exposed political and social shortcomings. People

employed the "This is fine" dog meme ironically to criticize political inaction regarding
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urgent social and environmental issues like climate change denial.

The research demonstrated the use of emojis and memes in developing anti-hegemonic

communication methods. The smiling face with tears of joy emoji functioned as a dual emoji

because it conveyed both humorous and ironic messages to label social criticism targeting

mainstream societal beliefs and political discourse. Studies conducted by Shifman (2014)

show that memes serve as effective instruments for society to critique its culture and enact

social alterations.

4. Identity Formation and Group Dynamics: Emojis and Memes as Identity Markers

The study revealed important findings about how emojis along with memes serve as identity

markers for social groups. People repeatedly applied emojis and memes for identifying with

specific digital groups. Members of particular social movements and political affiliations

selected particular memes and emojis to demonstrate loyalty and establish group solidarity.

The rainbow flag emoji serves members of the LGBTQ+ community to indicate unity and

political groups utilize particular meme structures to obtain activist support when protesting

or conducting electoral activities.

Through memes and emojis people built collaborative online communities which

focused on mutual understanding of shared belief systems. This research concludes that

visual semiotics applied to digital communication promotes group unity between people

sharing identical cultural backgrounds and political views. Gee's (2014) theory finds support

through this research because discourse establishes social identities and group dynamics by

using visual symbols including emojis and memes to express and maintain group identities.

The analysis of this research shows that memes together with emojis maintain a

crucial position in creating ideological content and group identities when communication

shifts to digital platforms. Discourse analysis showed that visual signs perform both

emotional communication functions and sustain ideologies and social criticism effectively.

Memes and emojis reinforce or challenge established political cultural and social standards

which both build virtual identities and keep various cultural stories alive. This investigation

demonstrates how modern visual semiotics changes digital communication approaches

through its analysis of emoticons and memes which create ideological expressions and digital

group formation while constructing Internet-based ideological frameworks.

Discussion

This study employed discourse analysis to research how memes and emojis function in digital
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communication and the results show valuable discoveries regarding these visual signs' impact

on digital discourse development. The research analysis used Fairclough's three-dimensional

discourse analysis model to study how emojis and memes function in online communication

via discursive practices and contextual factors together with social functions. The research

proves that through memes and emojis people establish effective methods to preserve their

ideologies while building social group bonds and expressing culture particularly in political

situations and social spaces.

The initial segment of the analysis studied how emoji and meme users create their

online communication through their discursive practices. The study's findings demonstrate

that emojis and memes function as brief visual tools which people use to deliver sophisticated

ideological views. Users create political memes through combining satirical text with

humorous images to demonstrate political stance and engage in ideological critique yet

popular emojis such as fist emojis, peace symbols and rainbow flag emojis show wide usage

to demonstrate support for human rights movements and LGBTQ+ rights activism.

People commonly employed the first emoji in conversations about racial justice

activism including Black Lives Matter demonstrations to represent their strength and united

position. Social media users displayed the rainbow flag emoji in almost every post advocating

for LGBTQ+ rights to announce their support for liberal political viewpoints. The research

validates Miller et al. (2016)'s finding that emojis, together with memes, function well as

simplification tools for complex political and social beliefs which transform into simple

shareable symbols.

An examination of meme and emoji contextual meanings served as the second aspect

of analysis. Context established the main factors which guided viewers to understand these

visual elements. Different ideologies emerge from using the same meme format because

adjustments in context provide radically different meanings to the content being displayed.

The "Distracted Boyfriend" meme started as a humorous visual about relationships before

political interest groups appropriated it to address social issues including political defections

and contradictory political statements. Memes exhibited adaptable meanings through

different text because they function as flexible tools for ideological messaging.

The meanings of emojis depend on the specific context including which platform and

social group is using them. The thumbs-up emoji functioned during personal messages as a

satisfaction signal yet took on political meaning in news article comments throughout
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election times. Barbieri et al. (2016) confirm that emojis behave as visual linguistic elements

which adapt their meanings depending on context.

The evaluation of memes and emojis based on social functions examined their ability

to support or oppose prevalent societal norms together with their capacity to modify political

communication. The research outcomes showed that digital memes along with emojis aid in

strengthening as well as contesting prevalent ideological frameworks present in Internet

environments. During election campaigns or political emergencies political memes support

the reinforcement of established political beliefs that support either political candidates or

governmental rules. Memes that targeted prominent political figures enabled people to either

commend their behaviors or ridicule them through mockery thus contributing to political

polarization.

Extraordinary digital symbols like emojis and memes operate as resistance tools

which confront main ideologies together with dominant power structures. Through intuitive

satire memes introduced powerful criticism toward political systems by turning unpleasant

realities into ironic statements that exposed political and social shortcomings. People

employed the "This is fine" dog meme ironically to criticize political inaction regarding

urgent social and environmental issues like climate change denial. The research demonstrated

the use of emojis and memes in developing anti-hegemonic communication methods. The

smiling face with tears of joy emoji functioned as a dual emoji because it conveyed both

humorous and ironic messages to label social criticism targeting mainstream societal beliefs

and political discourse. Studies conducted by Shifman (2014) show that memes serve as

effective instruments for society to critique its culture and enact social alterations.

The study revealed important findings about how emojis along with memes serve as

identity markers for social groups. People repeatedly applied emojis and memes for

identifying with specific digital groups. Members of particular social movements and

political affiliations selected particular memes and emojis to demonstrate loyalty and

establish group solidarity. The rainbow flag emoji serves members of the LGBTQ+

community to indicate unity and political groups utilize particular meme structures to obtain

activist support when protesting or conducting electoral activities.

Through memes and emojis people built collaborative online communities which

focused on mutual understanding of shared belief systems. This research concludes that

visual semiotics applied to digital communication promotes group unity between people
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sharing identical cultural backgrounds and political views. Gee's (2014) theory finds support

through this research because discourse establishes social identities and group dynamics by

using visual symbols including emojis and memes to express and maintain group identities.

Conclusion

The analysis of this research shows that memes together with emojis maintain a crucial

position in creating ideological content and group identities when communication shifts to

digital platforms. Discourse analysis showed that visual signs perform both emotional

communication functions and sustain ideologies and social criticism effectively. Memes and

emojis reinforce or challenge established political cultural and social standards which both

build virtual identities and keep various cultural stories alive. This investigation demonstrates

how modern visual semiotics changes digital communication approaches through its analysis

of emoticons and memes which create ideological expressions and digital group formation

while constructing Internet-based ideological frameworks.
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